A City on a Hill in Asia

Matthew 5:14

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”
* PowerPoint Slides 

Introduction: Pioneer Work with a Clear Vision

Over the course of a century of labor, American missionaries have brought important changes to Korea.  Nowadays, South Korea is the most Christianized nation in Asia.  One cannot help but keep on wondering, why Korea?  Why not Japan or China?  My conviction is that the fundamental difference was the early missionaries’ clear vision for Korea to be a City on Hill for Asia.
 While these missionaries came from different backgrounds and denominations, and had very different personalities, they shared a common zeal for the advancement of the kingdom of God and received the same mission calling to preach the gospel to the Hermit Kingdom.

Henry G. Appenzeller, the first Methodist missionary, was committed to establishing Korea as an independent, democratic, modernized, Protestant nation, whereas his Presbyterian counterparts, Horace G. Underwood and Samuel A. Moffett sought to build a self-supporting, self-governing, and self-propagating Protestant church in Korea.
 Samuel Moffett’s ministry in Pyongyang was the most outstanding one.  With limited resources, the growth of the Pyongyang Church symbolized the remarkable features of American missionary work in Korea.  “The Holy Spirit has greatly blessed it, and many souls have turned from the darkness of heathenism to Christianity.”
  Even after Pyongyang fall to communism in 1945, the spirit and influence of Pyongyang Christians, who fled to the South, became the backbone of the church reconstruction in the war-torn land of Korea.  Pyongyang was indeed “a city on a hill,” a lighthouse shinning not only for Korea but also for the whole Asian Continent.  Due to his very successful work, I will focus on the ministry of Samuel Moffet.  But to do that, we should first understand the history of Protestantism in Korea up to his time.

Part I: Building a City on a Hill in Korea

Another name for Korea is “Choson.”  For many American missionaries, the name carried a very special meaning that God had chosen Korea to be His great instrument for world mission.  Lillias Underwood once wrote, “We always thought [the name ‘Choson’ is the] most suitable name for Korea, meaning ‘Morning Calm’ to Koreans but the English ‘Chosen’ to us.  The place God had chosen…”
 Korea is indeed very special.  Korean Christians fell in love, first, with Christ, second, with the Scriptures, third, with prayers, and forth, with the zeal of evangelism.  They loved Bible study and had early morning prayers.  Even in the early decades, many Bible institutes were established with hundred and sometimes even thousand of attendants.  Some missionaries even boasted that they had the biggest seminary in Asia.

Why did the early Korean Christians have an intense desire to study the scriptures?  The first reason is probably related to the fact that the opening of Korea to the gospel had a close connection to the translation of the New Testament into the Korean language.  The influence of Dr. John Ross, the first Scottish missionary to Manchuria, was crucial.  Dr. Ross had a global understanding of Northeast Asia.  He regarded Manchuria and Korea as parts of a larger cultural sphere.  He believed that in order to understand the different ethnic groups in northeast China, mission workers should understand Korean history and culture as well.  Therefore, he made a decision to learn Korean and translate the New Testament into Korean alphabet, hoping to evangelize Korea someday in the future.
  By locating his ministry in Mukden, the capital of Manchuria, Dr. Ross was in a strategic position to impact Korea.  Ginseng and herbal medicine trade routes connected Mukden with Korea.  So Sang-yun was one of many Korean merchants who regularly crossed the Yalu River to visit Manchuria.  He was from Wee Joo, a large border city on the Yalu River. One day while staying in Mukden, he fell seriously ill and was taken to the hospital.  After receiving unconditional care and love from the missionaries, especially Reverend John McIntyre, he accepted Christ and was baptized after his recovery.  Later, he assisted Dr. Ross in his Bible translating work.  His brother, So Kyong-jo, later joined him and also converted.

In 1884, carrying the newly translated Luke’s Gospel (in the Korean alphabet) with them, the brothers crossed the Yalu River and returned to their home in Wee Joo.  However, rumors of their association with the missionaries and of their embracing Christianity made it dangerous for them to remain in Wee Joo, and so they fled to a relative’s home in a remote village in the northwestern part of Korea known as “Pine Creek.”  (“Pine Creek” was not far from the city of Pyongyang.) One year later, Horace Underwood arrived in Korea.  In 1886, Underwood visited Pine Creek for the first time and met this young Christian family.  After Underwood’s careful consideration and prayers, So Kyong-jo and his infant son, Philip Jo, were both baptized in Seoul a year later.  With a deep love for the scriptures, the family became a house church for many of their Pine Creek neighbors.  Nevertheless, as their number grew, the persecution also grew, and their lives were in a great danger.  Miraculously, the King responded by sending soldiers to protect the Christians and granted them full religious liberty. Underwood and Dr. Horace Allen, who was both the imperial doctor in the Palace and also a missionary, had gained the trust of the king by assuring the loyalty of the Christians in Pine Creek. Over time, those who persecuted them later repented and became faithful Christians.
 

The Pine Creek house church continued to grow and became the first organized church in Korea.  Most new missionaries to Korea would visit this village church, seeing it as the model of successful pioneering work.  Later, So Sang-yun was sent by the Pine Creek Church to assist Underwood’s evangelical work in Seoul
 and his brother, So Kyoung-jo, would later become one of the first seven Presbyterian ministers to be ordained in Korea in 1907.
  The story of Pine Creek Church shows that the work of God in Korea did not begin in a big city with big money.  Rather, it began with a small family in a small village who owned and loved the Bible. Here, we learn that the foundation of building a City on a Hill was the love for the Bible.  The work of God began and flourished in Korea by means of young, native Christians who loved to read and study the Bible and were willing to share it with others.  

To Underwood and many other new missionaries, they discovered that Korea was a mission field fully ripe for harvest.  Many were interested in the gospel; yet, mission workers were few.  Young and able, Underwood and his fellow co-worker, Dr. John Heron, worked wholeheartedly to bear the workloads of several people.  In his letter, Underwood complained, “I have about given up all hope in stirring the board.  I have written letter after letter… They seem almost to have forgotten they have a mission here at all.  We must have more workers.”
 In fact, the Presbyterian and the Methodist missionaries were all writing constantly to their respective Mission Boards for reinforcements.  Nevertheless, the Presbyterian and Methodist churches were both busy supporting huge Missionary enterprises in China and Japan, which they regarded as far more important than the work in Korea.  The Korean Missionaries’ requests were therefore ignored because of limited resources.  

The shortage of labor was not the only problem.  Sicknesses, financial burden and anti-foreign riots were additional crosses.  Korea had terrible living conditions. Lack of proper sanitation in the crowded city further weakened the health of the already overloaded missionaries.  Both Dr. John Heron and his wife struggled with illness and debt.  In his letter to the Board, Dr. Heron confessed, “Were it not for the hope of winning Corea for Christ, I would not live here a day,”
 and also wrote, “The summer work is too hard for anyone … for the past three weeks I have hardly been able to drag.  I do not believe when I left home you could have ever sent out a man with a better constitution or more robust health than I had.  It is just 9 a.m. and already I have seen nine patients and that is a fair sample … I do not want to break down – I should feel disgraced to go home now.”
  Eventually, Dr. Heron gave his life to the Mission and died at the young age of 28 in July 1890, only five years after he arrived in his mission land.

Other missionaries were in no better condition.  In 1891, due to his wife’s alarmingly failing health, the Underwoods were forced to return to the United States for better medical treatments. During his visit to America, Underwood used his time to tour the country, telling the story of the awesome work in Korea and the sympathetic response of the Korean people.  He also shared his vision that a strong Korean church would be established as “a light in the East.”  By getting his fellow countryman’s support, he recruited new missionaries candidates among college students.  Two of these, Graham Lee and W.L. Swallen, later became indispensable members of the Pyongyang team in Korea.
 

The soul-saving ministry in Korea was very powerful, but behind the scenes, working together is never easy.  The missionaries faced daily co-working problems.  As we know, “not only did they have to contend with strange surroundings, customs, culture, language and other missionaries, they also had to confront their own sinfulness, inadequacies and failings.  To face themselves may have been the most difficult adjustment of all.”
 Lillas Underwood shared her experience, testifying, “Missionaries are like other real Christians, no better, no worse… There are the usual shortcomings: Some of us are domineering and seem to want to run things; some are quick-tempered; some are selfish; some are narrow and bigoted.”
  She also discovered that “becoming a missionary had not automatically cured her faults.”
  Even though these missionaries were full-time workers, supported by their Mission Boards, they still needed to make a personal decision daily to lay down their lives, their worldly desires, their feelings, their sense of failure, and their pride in order to serve their beloved Korean people.  When Samuel Moffett arrived in 1890, he had to face all these challenges.  Seeking to unite the missionaries and setting the mission work on the right path, Samuel Moffett proved to be an invaluable asset for the evangelical work in Korea.

Part II: Samuel A. Moffett: The Great Shepherd for Korea

Born in Madison, Indiana on January 25th, 1864, Samuel Moffett was the fifth son of his father.  The Christian influence of his family was strong and he professed his faith when he was only eleven years old.  Moffett was gifted and well-rounded.  His personality is difficult to describe because no single personality trait stands out.  Historians compared him to other missionaries in Korea, concluding that he was a genial man, a marvel of balance, who was popular among the missionary circle as well as among the Koreans.  They described him as “positive, though not so enthusiastic as [Horace] Underwood; judicial and discriminating, but not thorny like [Dr. Horace] Allen; quieter in his zeal than [Henry] Appenzeller; neither brilliant nor creative in the sense [James] Gale was, but highly intelligent, steady and focused.”

Moffett was a born leader.  No matter where he went, he enlightened the people around him, bringing improvement and success to his associates.  When he was fifteen, he went to Hanover College in Hanover, Indiana.  He was active in the college Y.M.C.A. and taught at the Sunday school.
  When he graduated in 1884, he moved to Chicago to attend McCormick Theological Seminary.  He was an outstanding student and “won the entire confidence and high appreciation of the whole faculty.”
 In 1886, while Robert Wilder and John Forman, the two young leaders of the Student Volunteer Movement, were touring the U.S. and Canada, visiting as many campuses as possible, Samuel Moffett was one of those who heard their speeches and signed “the Princeton pledge” to be a foreign missionary.  He was only 24 years old in 1888 when he graduated from the Seminary and was ordained by the Presbyterian Church.  Instead of going to a foreign land immediately, he was advised to labor a year in the homeland before going overseas.  After that year, he applied to the Foreign Missions Board of the Presbyterian Church on March 26, 1889.  Of his motives for missionary work he wrote, “In the later years of my college course, I came to a clearer realization of my obligations to the Lord and the desire to serve him grew stronger… The second year I was in the seminary, I faced the question of the foreign field and after a struggle against selfish plans, I felt willing to go where the Lord would have me.”
  Finally, by the end of the year, he was appointed by the Board to be the first student-volunteer-movement missionary to the newly opened field of Korea.

Moffett sailed from San Francisco on December 16, 1889 and landed at Chemulpo (Inchun) on his 26th birthday, January 25, 1890.  Eight Northern Presbyterian missionaries were there to welcome him.  It was five and a half years after the arrival of the first resident Protestant missionary in Korea.  Writing to his Board secretary, Moffett said, “My first impression here is that the Koreans very greatly need the Gospel and I trust and pray I may be prepared to help give it to them.”
 When he saw the lack of joy and hope on the faces of the Korean people, he knew that only the gospel of Jesus Christ could change them.  Sharing his conviction, he wrote, “The first happy face which I saw was that of our native evangelist and to me the contrast was a very marked one and impressed me very strongly.  I do not see how the first impression can be caught else than that the people do greatly need the gospel.”

Due to a lack of personnel, the young and fresh missionary of 25 was given heavy responsibility shortly after his arrival.  Moffett demonstrated his great administrative power and a clear sense of direction by changing a chaotic orphanage into a functioning boy’s school with a strong Christian emphasis.  Meanwhile, he began to learn the Korean language.  “The language is difficult,” he confessed, “but it seems to me that in three years one should be able to use it quite effectively, but to do so in less than two years will be very exceptional.”
  Nevertheless, to his own surprise, he succeeded in mastering the Korean language within one year.

Moffett soon found himself falling in love with this foreign land.  “I desire further to say just this,” he wrote, “that since coming here my strongest feeling has been one of constant gratitude to God that he has led me into this work in Korea.”  Actually, the Korean people had many strange, non-western, ideas and customs, which might have shocked or even upset many foreigners.  Yet, Moffett was not discouraged.  “I believe there are great possibilities before this country,” he contended.  “The people are intelligent and attractive and when once relieved from official extortion and from the idea that labor is dishonorable, will develop into a strong people.”

Indeed, Moffett’s vision and spirit were great blessings to the Korea mission in 1890 when the work was suffered due to sickness, death, and conflicts.  The saddest news was the death of Dr. John Heron, who died in July, six months after Moffett’s arrival.  Moffett admired the life-giving spirit of this young doctor, recognizing him as “the missionary who gave his life to the Korean people.”
 Later came more bad news.  Dr. Horace Allen decided to end his medical-missionary career and instead take the job of U.S. Consul in Korea.  It left the Korea Mission in Seoul without a certified Physician.  

Facing these temporary setbacks, Moffett worked hard to put the mission back onto the right track.  In his letter, he wrote, “I hope to give myself wholly to the work, and shall strive for harmony in all the affairs of the Mission, trusting and believing that we shall be used of God in the moral and spiritual regeneration of the people.”
  His spiritual inner desire was shown in his work and leadership.  With his good influence, the mission policy was taking “the shape of more aggressive, systematized evangelical work.”
 His attitude, his faith, and his hope so impressed everyone that the Korean Christians gave him a nickname, “the looking-up-the-road man.”

By the end of 1890, the desire to expand the mission work was burning in the hearts of these young missionaries.  After careful consideration, they made a decision to pioneer Pyongyang and Fusan.  Moffett was, then, assigned to investigate the Pyongyang area.  Pyongyang was the ancient capital of the northern kingdom.  It was situated fifty miles up the Taiton River. In Moffett’s day, Pyongyang was the second most important city of Korea, in terms of population and commerce.  But because of its close commercial and cultural connections with China it was still unopened to foreign residence.  The people in the city were so unbelieving, proud, violent and wicked that many Christians regarded it as “the city of Sodom in Korea.”  Since the city was quite far from Seoul, without the king’s direct protection, the strong anti-foreign sentiment in Pyongyang made it a very dangerous place for missionaries to settle. 

Accompanying his Methodist friend, Henry Appenzeller, on an evangelical circuit-riding trip to the north in August 1890, Moffett reported to the Board, “Our own work consists of three baptized men, three reported believers, and several interested friends of these.  They are without direction or leadership and have no regular meetings.  It is in this province that a great deal of our colporteurage work has been done and where Mr. Ross of Moukden and his followers have labored.  Here I have been visited by men from six or seven cities.  The people are larger, hardier, more independent and have more spirit than those in the south.”
  These words clearly show that despite many exiting barriers and problems, Moffett recognized the spiritual potential of the Pyongyang area.  He was eager to start the work in Pyongyang immediately, if possible.  Shortly afterwards, he was authorized by the Mission to buy property in Pyongyang.
  

The path to building a church in the northwestern soil was not easy.  Even after Moffett secured a house for the mission station, with forty acres of land outside the West Gate of Pyongyang, the mission workers still faced strong obstacles. In 1893, when Moffett and his co-workers “attempted to occupy [the house] the authorities drove them out and threw some of the native Christians into prison.”
  According the Presbyterian records, “These Christians were tortured and threatened with death unless they renounced Christ.  They stood firm, however, witnessing most marvelously to the power of the Gospel.”
  Despite the huge suffering of his flocks, Moffett did not give up.  He sent petitions to the Korean imperial government and gained the king’s approval.  He was determined to occupy the mission station, even though he needed to face daily threats of violence. At that time, there were only about 50 baptized Christians in the city.

Things began to change in 1895 when the Chinese-Japanese war broke out.  Pyongyang was the scene of a great battle, and was largely destroyed. Because of the war, many people fled -- by war’s end, the population of Pyongyang decreased from 70,000 to 15,000. Yet, the war opened the door for missionaries.  With the pride of the people broken by war, they were now willing to sit down and listen for the first time.  The war also brought an end to China’s conservative and anti-foreign influence upon Korea, and marked the beginning of Japanese colonial aggression in Asia.  Koreans soon realized the importance of having western missionaries on their side while struggling against the harsh Japanese occupation.  Therefore, to his great surprise, when Moffett returned to Pyongyang after the war, he was “warmly welcomed” by those who had stoned him before.  Pyongyang had become a field ripe for harvest.
  

The pioneering work of Pyongyang started with a small group of poor people who had a good, learning attitude.  Unlike Appenzeller, who traveled constantly from place to place preaching the gospel, Moffett did not have to travel far and wide to get a hearing.  He chose to stay “in his guest-room where a constant stream of inquirers came to him asking about this new Jesus doctrine.” 
  Personal, quiet Bible study was the foundation of Moffett’s ministry.  He had a group of seven believers (later known as ‘Moffett’s boys’) who received his careful instruction and steadily grew to be prominent leaders of the church.
  One of them became the first Korean missionary to China.  Moffett believed that “the best way to produce a growing Church in such responsive areas was to teach the eager, prospective believers how to study the Bible, how to pray, how to receive spiritual nourishment and to feel a personal responsibility for evangelism.”
  The goal of this method, which was followed closely by other Presbyterian missionaries as well, was to raise up native converts who could bring the gospel to their families, friends, and neighbors.  As historians concluded, “their teaching succeeded so well that, instead of winning souls one by one to Christ through eloquent preaching, these foreign missionaries multiplied the church membership by training new Christians to be competent evangelists.”
 

The new Pyongyang Christians, meanwhile, were delighted at this opportunity.  Their zeal for evangelism was stronger than the peoples in other Asian countries or even other parts of Korea; their zeal in fact rivaled that of the American missionaries.  Once they saw the gospel light, they naturally started to shine in the darkness.  It fulfilled the vision of Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”  Clearly, Pyongyang was a city on a hill for Korea.  The church in the north grew like wildfire and became the model of success.  Missionaries reported that attendance for the Bible classes ranged from a medium-sized class of two hundred to large classes of a thousand.
  Constant efforts were put into training new Bible teachers, particularly in the areas where the people were more responsive.
  Moffett declared that, “the work in Pyongyang has passed the initiatory stage and has become an established work, a church beginning to develop, to expand and to make itself felt as a factor in the life of the city and the surrounding country.  It is becoming a self-propagating, self-supporting church.”

From 1895 to 1905, the growth was so rapid that it became hard for the Mission to keep records.  Board Secretary Robert Speer declared, “In the north, the church has spread and penetrated as we saw nothing to surpass anywhere else in the world.  The churches are crowded: the opportunities are unlimited.”
  As a consequence, the workload of the missionaries was extremely heavily.  In his report to the Board, Moffett wrote, “Think of two men within a month trying to visit over 60 churches, carefully examine over 400 candidates for baptism, hold services in one or more of these places, baptize 300 people and meet and receive nearly 1,000 catechumens besides discussing all the other various phases of church work.”
  

Moffett, thus, saw the urgent need to have systematic, theological training for Korean church leaders.  Instantly, he mobilized the church and the Mission to establish the Pyongyang Union Christian College and the Theological Seminary, “which for several years had the largest enrollment of any divinity college of the Presbyterian denomination in the world.”
  The first graduating class of the seminary occurred in 1907.  Seven Korean students were ordained to be ministers, including So Kyong-jo.  After 1907, the constant supply of new and well-trained leaders strengthened the growth of the churches all over Korea.  In this way, the Pyongyang ministry became the power station of Korean evangelism.  Therefore, even under Japanese colonial control and intense persecution, churches in the north were growing steadily.  In 1934, there were 25 Presbyterian churches in the city of Pyongyang alone, and 1,000 Presbyterian churches, with over 100,000 Christians, in the northwestern district.
  Pyongyang had the highest percentage of Christians compared to all Korean cities as well as to other cities in Asia.

Meanwhile, having intensive Bible training was not the whole picture of the Pyongyang mission.  Its success was not merely the work of man but the work of God.  At first the Korean Church emphasized morality and works, but somewhat lacked emotion.  But the Holy Spirit began to pour out when the Methodist and Presbyterian missionaries started to cooperate and joined together in prayer for the Korean nation in 1905.  The catalyst to unite these denominations was the Japanese proclamation of Korea as a protectorate, following the Russo-Japanese war.  Because this proclamation was endorsed by the United States, anti-American sentiment in Korea became fever pitched.  Bitterness and distrust between the missionaries and their Korean brethren intensified.  There was no other way to unite the church except through the baptism of God’s spirit.  Missionaries and Koreans in Pyongyang decided to join together in prayer.  In January 1907, there came the “Korean Pentecost.”  God sent his Mighty Spirit and the Korean Christians cried out to God in repentance and were given spiritual power.  The great revival brought the missionaries and Korean church leaders into deeper mutual understanding and better relations.  Rev. William Blair reported that “the whole church was washed and made sweet and new.  When we met to organize our independent Korean Church, not a word was heard about fighting, only a great desire to pray and to preach the gospel as soon as possible to all Korea, and if God willed, to China and Japan.”
  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Korean church now had vision for world mission. 

The successful story of Pyongyang also encouraged the Foreign Board in America to send more missionaries to the city.  “Soon the station at Pyongyang, whose missionaries concentrated on the follow-up of new Christians, became the largest Presbyterian mission station in the world, in terms of both missionaries and Christians.”
  

Moffett’s outstanding leadership was an important factor in the rapid growth of the Korean Church of the north.  Historians recognized the exceptional quality of his work, crediting this to “his single-minded adherence to the goal of winning men to Christ and planting churches.” 
 Undoubtedly, Moffett was the right man in the right place at the right time.   When he knew that the Korean people were hungry for the Christian faith, he kept the goal of Pyongyang Station fixed on making Christ known and establishing a growing Church based on the following seven principles: 

(1) It is the duty of every Christian to do the work of evangelism;

(2) The Bible is the inspired Word of God so that systematic Bible instruction for the whole Church is indispensable; 

(3) The Korea church should be self-supporting from the beginning;

(4) The church should be self-governing at the earliest possible time;

(5) Medical work should be an effective evangelistic agency; 

(6) Educational work should be primarily for the children of the Church and for the purpose of developing Christian leaders; and 

(7) Mission workers should rely from the first to last on the Spirit of God to regenerate individuals and guide and empower the Church.

Rev. William Blair believed that “it has been the wise and trusted leadership of Dr. Moffett that has united the missionary force in hearty support of those principles which have been, under God, chiefly responsible for the success of the work.”
  Indeed, the Presbyterian Church in America recognized Samuel Moffett as “not only an evangelist and an administrator, but was also, a personal friend and adviser of both missionaries and Koreans.”
 One younger missionary observed, “There is no missionary in all Korea who has held so long the high place of adviser to the Korean people, as has Dr. Moffett.”  Koreans loved to call him a “sun-che-cha” (which meant prophet), recognizing his spiritual insight and authority in leading the Korean Church.  Rev. William Blair concluded, “It is this race combination of high spirituality and worldly wisdom which has given us in Korea real leadership which forgetful of self and seeking only to establish the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, has been able to unite many men of many minds in the common task and so has had added to it love and honor and much success.”
  Samuel Moffett retired on January 25, 1934, after forty four years of hard labor in Korea.  He and his wife returned to American in 1936.  On October 24, 1939, He passed away in Monrovia, California.  

Yet, after Moffett departure, the Pyongyang church continued to survive in the midst of Japanese suppression.  When the Communists took over northern part of Korea shortly after the Second World War, Christians in the north were under horrible trials.  Many became martyrs and the survivors submerged to build a strong underground church in Pyongyang.   Other chose to flee to the south and established refugee churches there.  The most famous one was the Young Nak Presbyterian Church in Seoul, a congregation of more than 3000 in 1950. The Presbyterian Theological Seminary was also rebuilt in the south with the support of the refugee churches and the American Board when the Korean War ended.  In describing this great work, Samuel Moffett’s third son, Samuel H. Moffett, who was also a missionary to Korea wrote, “For forty years in Pyengyang the seminary was the life-center of the great Korean church.  Then followed the wasting wars, and twenty years of refugee wanderings in Pusan, Taegu and Seoul.  At last we are rebuilding on a beautiful new campus overlooking the Han River east of Seoul.”
  The powerful influence of the Pyongyang church remains strong in the South even until today.

Conclusion: An Open-door for World Campus Mission

With great vision, Samuel Moffett and his fellow co-workers obeyed God’s calling.  When they loved the Korean people and served them wholeheartedly, God blessed their hard work and established Korea as a City on a Hill in Asia.  Having world mission vision is indeed very important.  Fifty years ago, another young college student, Sarah Barry, signed the same “Princeton pledge” as Samuel Moffett did, and became a missionary to Korea. Having shepherd heart for the wandering souls in Korean campuses, Mother Barry and Dr. Samuel Lee started one-to-one Bible study with college students.  Many young, humble, and intelligent students were raised up as powerful gospel workers.  University Bible Fellowship became a new tide of student volunteer evangelical movement in Asia.  Young college graduates obeyed Jesus’s world mission command and went out as self-supporting missionaries.  For the past 40 years, UBF has sent out more than 1500 missionaries to eighty-three countries.  Washington UBF is one of the great fruits of their labors.  

Today Pyongyang is the capital city of North Korea.  During the Russian Conference, Mother Barry talked with a North Korean soldier, who was receiving military training in Russia.  When she mentioned about the gospel of Jesus Christ, he got up and left angrily.  His negative attitude was similar to those who rejected Samuel Moffett in the early days.  And yet, we can only imagine how many Christians there are in underground churches in North Korea, the hidden fruits of Moffett’s ministry, Christians whose faith has been refined by persecution.  When Mother Barry was in Pyongyang and Beijing this summer, she prayed that God might again open the door to North Korea and China.  How many thirsty and hungry souls are wandering and suffering behind the closed door?  We want to meet them.  Pray that the YDJ Team (Young Disciples of Jesus Team) here in Washington may obey Jesus’ world mission command and go out one day as young missionaries.  May America be a Kingdom of Priest, a Holy Nation!
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