History of World Mission 


I. Origin of Protestant Mission in Europe 1600-1800

Slow or minimal mission effort by Protestant in this period.

1.Theology

· Great Commission pertains only to the original disciples 

· Churches in later ages had neither the authority nor the responsibility to send missionaries to the ends of the earth.

· Preoccupation with God’s sovereignty of God –preclude responsibility of men
Calvin: Kingdom of Christ is neither to be advanced nor maintained by the industry of man but this the work of God alone. 

2. Plight of the Protestant Church

· Very Small in strength and numbers: problems of survival

· Warfare between the Lutherans and Reformed Churches themselves. 

3. Absence in the Protestant Churches of the religious order. 

Pietism in Germany

Pietism movement: against the barren orthodoxy and dead formalism 

Philip Spener (1635-1705)

· No mission vision without evangelical zeal 

· No evangelical zeal without personal piety

· No personal piety without genuine conversion experience 

· True religion of the Pietist is a matter of heart, not the head. Emphasis on the cultivation of the spiritual life  

The Danish Halle Mission

· Pietist center Halle University Dennmark—1st Protestant mission, supported by Spener and Francke

· Two were selcted; missionary to East India

· Difficult ordain them—protest from Lutheranism “False Prophet” 

· Landing at Tranquebar 7/7/1706., received with hotility by Denish Gov 

· Ziegenbalg served 15 years in India. After furlough traveled Europe and aroused interests in Tranquebar mission, well received in Denmark and England, influenced young Zinzendorf(father of Moravian Mission). 

Moravian Mission

Moravian 1467

· Followers of John Huss(1373-1415, Hungarian rector, translated Wychliff’s work to Hungarian) to form Unitas Fratum(United Brethren), 

· Wiped out by the counter reforamation. Remnants took refuge  provided by Court Zinzendorf. 

· This becomes the source and center of missionary movement. 

Nicolas Ludwig Zinzendorf(1700-1760)

· A student of Fracke’s grammar school in Halle

· Decided to devote all his time to the cause of Christ.” I have passion, it is He and He alone” 

· Became the bishop of the Moravian church(1737) for 30 years he inspired and guided world wide mission activity

Mission

· First mission was to black slaves Danish Island of St Thomas in Virgin Islands; St. Crox; 10 died in first year but was quickly filled up
Other—Surinam, Gold Coast, South Africa, North American Indians(1740) Jamaica(1754) Antigua(1756) --10 countries between 1732-1760

· Three members on the mission field for everyone at home
· Accomplished by men with little formal and no theological education :grave digger, a potter but were men of passion and piety 
What they lacked in knowledge they made up in zeal

· Sorensen :”Yes, Tomorrow, if I am given a pair of shoes” 

· They took their wives and children and lived and died and buried in the land of adoption.

· They bore stigma of humble origin, unanswerable power of their humility, courage, industry and endurance that gradually overcome the prejudice of the cultured classes of Europe. 

Evangelical awakening 

Pietists movement—Spenser, Francke, Zinzendorf(17th Century)

John Wesley’s contact with Zinzendorf and Moravaians

Whitefield’ study the work of Francke

Great preachers of evangelical awakening(18th Century)

John Wesley and George Whitefield—in England

Jonathan Edward and G Whitefield –in US

John Wesley

· Spent several years in Georgia(1735-37) under auspices of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel

· Disappointing legal approach to Christian Ethics—almost revolt among parishioners

· Introduction to Moravians(Spangenberg)—simple faith, piety, quiet joy was direct contrast to his own brand of holiness, impressed by their complete assurance of salvation(Serene peace in the midst of storm)

· 5/24/1738 personal experience in salvation—immediate start of evangelistic ministry –Methodist church in England and America and laid the foundation of modern missionary movement 

Early British missions

Three societies

1. Society for the propagation of the Gospel in New England, founded in 1649—inidans in North America in mind

2. The Society for promoting Christian knowledge organized in 1698—an independent mission within Anglican church

3. The society for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts(SPG) 1701

II. Origin of Protestant Missions in England and USA A.D. 1750-1850

Circumstances—

· East India companies world trade and European Colonization facilitate world wide mission

· Pietist movement in Germany and evangelical awakening in England and America

Beginning

· In 1719, Isaac Watts missionary Hymn “Jesus shall reign wherever the Sun”

· In 1723 Robert Miller wrote, ”History of the propagation of Christianity and overthrow of paganism”

· 20 years later, prayer groups were formed—conversion of the heathen world

· 1746, a memorial was sent to Boston, inviting the Christians of the New World to enter into a seven year “concert of prayer”

· Response from Jonathan Edwards—call all believers to engage in intercessory prayer for the spread of the Gospel through out the world

· John Sutcliff introduced this to the church of England

William Carey(1761-1834)

· Conversion at 18, immediately began preaching

· Left the church of England and join the Baptists

· At 26 formally ordained by John Sutcliff, John Ryland and Andrew Fuller
During these years—mended shoes, taught school on week days, preached on Sundays
Taught himself Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, French and Dutch

· The last voyage of Captain Cook got him interested in mission work, reading many books on the outside world. He read Jonathan Edwards’s “Life and Dairy of David Brainerd”  He knew of the Danish Halle Mission, John Eliot of New England, Moravian Missionaries

· Cobbler shop: map of the world with pertinent information, pictures the village cobbler in his leather apron, his books, beautiful flower in his window

· Wrote a book(1792) “An enquiry into the obligation of Christians to use means for the conversion of the heathens”—most convincing missionary appeal 

· In his church, proposed a discussion of the implication of the Great commission.
”young man sit down, when God pleases to convert the heathen, He will do it without your aide or mind”—response and few shared the vision—John Sutcliff, Andrew Fuller, Samuel Pearce called for caution and delay; the idea was too new, too starling and the obstacle seemed insurmountable. 

· 5/30/1792 Sermon on Is 54:2,3; He coined the word, “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God”  This message had profound effect on his hearers. 
He urged to form a society for mission—hesitate by ministers of poverty stricken churches, best with difficulties.
He took out a booklet ”Periodical account of Moravian missions” in tear and tremor. If you had only read this and know how these men overcame all obstacles for Christ’s sake, you would have go forward with faith.”

· The men agreed to act; “The Particular Baptist Society for propagating the Gospel among the heathen”  was formed. Reyold Hogg, Andrew Fuller, individual subscription of 13 men; 13 lb, 2 shillings and 6 pence

· The Ability of Ryland, the influence of Fuller, the eloquence of Sutcliff and the enthusiasm of Pearce were linked with unreservedly with the faith  and courage of Carey

· He sailed for India 6/13/1793 with reluctant wife, 4 children and two companion—served 40 years in India.

· In Europe and America, missionary society came to existence through labors and letter of Carey

· London Missionary Society(1795)

· The Scottish and Glasgow Mission Societies (1796)

· The Netherlands Missionary Society(1797)

· The Church Missionary Society (1799)

· The British and Foreign Bible society (1804)

· The American Baptist Missionary Union (1814)

· The American Bible Society (1816)

In America

Samuel J. Mills

· He received a call to preach the Gospel in 1802 while he was plowing in a farm.

· In obedience to the vision, he entered Williams College at Williams town, Massachusetts where he kindled a spark to carry the mission to the end; 

Hay Stack Group

James Richards, Francis Robbins, Harvey Loomis, Gordon Hall and Luther Rice, known as the Society of Brethren met frequently in a grove of maples near the campus for prayer and discussion. Taking a refuge in the lee of a nearby haystack, they prayed and resolved to become America’s first foreign missionaries and signed a pledge. (Known as Haystack group)

Andover Seminary

· founded in 1808 by the old Calvinists and the followers of Samuel Hopkins

· living the New England Puritanism and the evangelical tradition of Jonathan Edwards. 

· Here Adoniram Judson, Samuel Newell, Samuel Nott, Jr. joined and formed the Society of Inquiry on the subject of Missions.  

Formation of a foreign mission board. 

· Judson, Mills, Nott and Newell presented themselves to the General Association of the Congressional Ministers of Massachusetts and offered themselves for missionary service 

· 9 Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission, first meeting on Sept 5 1810 at Farmington Connecticut.

· adopted a constitution of 14 articles—the beginning of American foreign missionary movement

· Prudential committee decided on Burma –the first mission field

· Four (Judson, Mills, Nott and Newell) were appointed as missionaries 

· Jan 1812 voted to send four—but to detain wives and children(Short of fund, $1400) when the new spread, more than six thousands dollars received enough for travel and one year’s salary 

· Eight missionaries—Judson, Newell, Nott with their wives, Gordon, Hall and Luther Rice. Five men, graduates from Andover Theological seminary Ordained on Feb 6, 1812, and set sail in two weeks to India. 

III. Expansion of Protestant Missions in the Nineteenth century

Cross and Flag 

Asia, Africa, Oceania, the Middle East –missionary advance coincided with the rapid expansion of European power; the diplomat, the merchants, the missionary, some part of the world, missionary went first (Central Africa)  North Africa had least attention from missionary effort(first 1880)

Four Kinds of mission

Interdenominational 

Denomination 

Faith mission 

Fourth kind of mission—specialized mission; Jews, the Indians, the deaf, the blind, the military, the orphans, women, children

The Bible Societies 

How missionaries were received?
· Encountered indifference, suspicion, hostility, persecution, and imprisonment.

· Homes were looted, buildings were burned, their churches were desecrated and their lives were threatened.

· Thousands returned home broken in health; other thousands died prematurely of tropical diseases. Hundreds become martyrs 

· All of these they endured without reservation. 

· Their compassion knew no bounds. Mat 5:44

· They were neither saints nor angels but they were unusually fine Christians; salt of the earth and light of the  world. 

· Judson in Rangoon –six year the first convert

· The first protestant missionary to China- seven years to win first convert

· Zambia-14 years, first baptism

· Thailand by Congressional Missionary 18 years no convert 

Hardship endured

· Death in Africa—malaria, yellow fever, typhus and dysentery 

· Uganda—Alexander Mackay, “within six month you will hear that one of us is dead. When the news comes, do  not cast down; but send someone else immediately to the vacant place” In three month one died, within a year five died out of eight. At the end of two years, Mackey was the sole survivor. He died in the 13th year. 

III. Development of Protestant Mission in the Twentieth Century

Marked by development of three movements: Faith Mission Movement, Bible Institute Movement, Student Volunteer Movement

1. Faith mission movement

1. Not a mainline denomination

2. A state of mission—they preserve conservative and evangelical stance

3. Enduring quality—steady and dynamic growth, among the largest in the world; ex. Wycliffe Bible translators (4200 members), Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC, 6000 staff in 150 countries)

4. Creativity—introduced the most of the innovations of the 20the century; radio, aviation, Bible correspondence courses, Gospel recordings, tapes, cassettes, saturation evangelism, theological education by extension

5. Support from independent Bible , Baptist, community Churches and their recruits from Bible school

6. In oversea work—concentrated on evangelism, and church planting

7. In Medical field—scores of hospitals, and clinics

8. In Education—thousands of elementary school, few high schools, no colleges, few seminaries

2. Bible Institute Movement

· Overwhelmingly north American

· 247 Bible institutes and colleges in the north America(Canada over 50)(1962)

· American Association of Bible Colleges-96(today)—Columbia Bible College, Nyack College, Multnomah School of the Bible, Prairie Bible Institue, Ontario Bible College, Lancaster Bible College, 
Moody Bible Institute—5800 alumni served 255 mission boards in 108 countries of the world

· Forty in Europe, 29 in England

3. Student volunteer movement

· Begun 1886

· Organized by Robert P. Wilder
D.L. Moody
John R. Mott

· 1886 Summer One hundred university and seminary student signed the Princeton Pledge: “I purpose, God willing, to become a foreign missionary” at Moody’s conference ground at Mount Hermon Massachusetts. 

· 1888—officially organized as the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions at New York—John R Mott Chairman

· This movement spread to colleges and universities in US and Canada

· Quadrennial missionary convention—1891-1936

· Sent 20500 students to the foreign mission

· Intervarsity Christian Fellowship is the successor of this movement  

Missionary Retrenchment

· Marked decline in missionary work on the main line denominations in US

· Oversea task force of American Baptist Convention 290(1971) to 200(1979)
United Presbyterian 810 to 359
Presbyterian Church US 391 to 259
United Methodist Church 1175 to 938

· Independence and maturity of national churches
rise of nationalism makes mission work more difficult
lower enrollment in liberal seminaries and short supply of candidates
marked drop in contributions among main denominations—short revenue
theological liberalism, esp neo-universalism blunt the edges of Christian mission

· Conservative churches such as Southern Baptist is going strong while others decline.—theology plays important role in mission. 

· Younger smaller mission grows 

Short term program

· Two new program in 1960’s 
Short term abroad and Summer missionary project

· Latest information
25% of short term missionaries become career missionaries
OMS international between 1949 and 1974, average stay 2 years and 2 moths—64 out of 108 short termers become career missionaries; 3 volunteered 2nd term, 4 joined other career missionaries(total 64% become missionaries!) and additional 15 serve in pastorate.

· Two motives for short term by survey

i. To better understand missionary aims and goals

ii. To develop an appreciation of Christians in another culture


Evangelism –in-depth(EID)

· By Dr. Kenneth Strachan

· An attempt to mobilize the entire resources of the churches in a given country in order to bring the gospel in verbal or written form to every family in that country. 

· Philosophy

i. Abundance of reaping result from abundant sowing 

ii. Christians can and must work together in evangelism

iii. When Christians pool their resources God multiplies them.

iv. A dedicated minority work can make an impact on a entire nation

Theological Education by extension(TEE)

New Interest in Missions

· Sharp decline in middle sixties

· New interest in mission—Intervarsity Christian Fellowship convention every three years; in 1981 14000 students attended in Urbana Missionary Convention

· Fine work done by IVF, Navigators and Campus Crusade for Christ; First encounter in colleges (with these group) makes better disciples than youth from evangelical homes. 

· Gracious moving of Holy Spirit among the youth of our nation

· Everywhere interest in religion—Bible study group in many places—homes, in shops, schools, factories, offices, banks. 

Internationalization of Missions

· Early of this century one out of three missionaries are from America

· Now two out of three are from US
Great Britain—fading economic power and strength, 
Germany a great loss in WWII, no recuperation

· Special agencies in US become international in scope--Bible Club movement, Youth for Christ, Gideon’s, Christian Businessman’s committee, Child evangelism Fellowship, Word of life Fellowship, High School Evangelism Fellowship, Young Life. 
Third world missions

· Evangelization, a white man’s burden? 18th century

· 15,250—nonwhite missionaries : Asia leading the way Korea, Japan, Philippines 

· 1973—All Asia Mission Consultation was convened in Seoul—25 delegates from 14 countries

· 1975 Asian Association of Mission 

· 1975 East-west Center for Missionary Research and Development in Seoul—stated purpose to train at least 10,000 Asian Missionaries by the year 2000.

· 1976 sixteen hundred Chinese from all over the world assembled in Hon Kong –Chinese Congress on world Evangelization 
1981 Second meeting –hammered out 10 year program to promote evangelization and church growth

· 1977 the Evangelical Fellowship of India sponsored the All-India Congress on  Mission and Evangelization(374 participants)

· Latin America—Brazil provides 75% of all missionaries out of Latin America

· Africa –the evangelical Churches of West Africa –260 missionary couples engaged in home and foreign mission 

Missions in Asia

The heart of religion—Christianity, Muslim, and Hinduism, Buddhism; picture of the spread of religion

General Observations

1. The most densely populated portion of the globe: Chiana-1.4 billion; India 1 billion

2. The home of great ethic religion: 

· Hinduism—83% of India

· Buddhism—Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand, Indochina, China, Korea, Japan  : the most wide spread religion in Asia

· Confucianism—from China to all far east

3. The scenes of earliest missionary efforts

· The Apostle Thomas to India AD 52, twenty years and martyred –Mar Thomas Church in South India 

· Nestorian Church took the Gospel to India and to China: it flourished 200 years in T’ang Dynasty(618-907)

· Protestant mission—William Carey to India; Adoniram Judson to Burma
1920—16,000 missionaries in China; half of them were Roman Catholic.

4. Result in Asia have not commensurate with the efforts

· The Catholics have been in this part of the world for 500 years/protestant for 275 years

· Only 3 % of Asia professing Christians; 
in China 3 mil Roman Catholic, 1 mil protestant 
India 2.9% 
Japan in 125 years of mission—1 million out of 118 million 
Indonesia—much success
Philippines—claim 82% Catholic 
Burma—American Baptists did well
Vietnam—protestant mission over 60,000
Korea—greatest numerical and spiritual success: 22%

5. Converts have come mostly from the lower classes

· In India, 60% of Christians come from the lower class, ”Untouchables”(the scheduled class)

· In Burma 97% of Christians comes from the tribe people(animists), not from Burmese(Buddhists)

· Indonesia-Batak church of Sumatra made up almost entirely of tribe people(formerly animists). 

· In China—very few from literati or mandarin class; mostly from the hubler walks of life

· In Japan—early Christians were military elite, the Samurai, made up mostly middle or upper class; well educated ministry ; exception 

Reason for Paucity of results 

1. Presence of ancient, well developed civilizations

2. Competition from ancient, highly developed religious systems

3. Opposition due to deep-seated long standing social and religious customs

4. Christianity’s close ties with colonialism

5. Exclusive claims of Christianity 

Missions in Africa

Two defined region—

· North Africa: Arab and Berber by race and Muslim by religion 

· Sub Sahara Africa—black Africa; population 400 million  of 44 countries

Six large countries

· Nigeria(80 mil) Ethiopia(33m) South Africa(26m) Zaire(32m) Sudan (20m)  Tanzania(20m) 

· Independence from colonial rule--Political instability –lack of internal cohesion—divide among tribal lines--Self appointed dictators—less freedom than under colonialism

Mission

· Earliest mission by Roman Catholics; 15th century, by Portuguese explorers along the west coast  to Zaire and Angola; by 18th century all disappeared 

· Protestant mission—about the turn of 19th century, from four different regions—west south east and up the Congo river. Amazing tale of adventure, endurance, privation, sickness, death; 

· CMS mission lost 53 men and women between 1804-1828
Methodists 30 out of 78 died in 15 years including women and children(1835-1850, Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold coast) –barely maintaining mission 

· Later half of 19th century –made progress slowly winning converts.

· 1900-1950: marked increase in Christian population (60 times) more converts in Black Africa than in all the rest of the Third world combined.

· 200 million Christians, 125 million Muslims, 75 millions animists(total 400 millions) highest in south Africa, lowest in west Africa 

· Congo 99%, Central African Republic 90%, Lesotho 87%; Zaire 86%; Namibia 84%; Swaziland 83%; South Africa 83%; Angola 83% 

· West Africa—Ghana 63%; Nigeria 46%; Liberia 42%; Togo 30%; Benin 20% 

· Roman Catholic—87 million
Protestant 83 million
Independent 20 million
Copts 20 million (Ethiopian Orthodox church, dating back to 4th century)

. 

Europe as a mission field

Nominal Christians need the Gospel as much as for the pagans 

122 north American societies in Europe; 3054 missionaries; 600 from Britain 

theological education at the university level

seminary graduates know more about Barth, Brunner, Bultman than the Bible 

29 Bible schools 

Evangelized the Europe:  through existing churches? Or starting new? 

Reluctance to revive and resent from existing churches 

Most missionaries working outside of the state churches 

Missions in Europe

Holy Roman Empire—since AD 800—a Christian continent

Now it is no longer a Christian continent. 

Several factors

· Secularism and humanism since Renaissance

· Undermining of the authority of the Bible by rationalism and higher criticism of the Bible

· Two world wars among Christian nations and failure of Christian church do meaningful work against the war left Christianity powerless.

· Rise of communism and powerlessness of Christian church

· New theology and morality among Protestant leaders made classic protestant theology powerless and left spiritual vacuum.

· Rapid changes in Roman Catholic made the faithful confused.

· Emigration of a large numbers of Muslims from North Africa and Pakistan brought Moslem influence and visibility  

Religion in Decline

160 million—no confession of religion

France—Nominally Catholic, the most pagan country in Europe, Catholic consider it as mission field

England—60% baptized by the church of England, 20% go on to confirmation; 6% remain as regular church goers. 

German—3% of German Lutherans attend church  on a regular basis.

Only one Christian station in the entire Europe—erected and maintained by American Mission

Bible is a rare book in many countries in Europe.

No great evangelists for the last two centuries. 

Two largest groups are Anglicans and Lutherans.—emphasis are on education rather than individual conversion. 

Europe as a Mission Field

Not until recent years that Europe came to be recognized as a mission field. 

Southern Baptist

Nominal Christians have as much need for the Gospel as the so-called pagans of the non-Christian world. 

At present—122 North American societies in Europe/3054 missionaries

600 missionaries from Britain

State churches—

Theological education is at the university level

Seminary graduates know more about Barth, Brunner and Bultman than they do about the Bible

Bible schools

29 in United Kingdom

40 in the continent (about half of these were established by American mission at the post war period.)

Evangelized the Europe:  

Through existing churches? Or starting new? 

Reluctance to revive and resent from existing churches 

Most missionaries working outside of the state churches

Protestant churches

Lutherans 60 million—Germany, Scandinavia

Anglicans 30 million—England, Scotland, Wales

Most are state churches, supported by state funds and subservient to government control 

All citizen are required to support church—source of irritation to non Christians and detriment to the initiatives of Christians 

Pastors—position is secure, income is guaranteed, no urge to seek the lost,

England—decrease in church membership and seminary enrollment, six million non-conformists apart from Anglicans

Scotland and Northern Ireland—the Presbyterians are strong and church attendance is high.

Catholic Europe

252 million(50 millions are behind Iron curtain)

France, Italy, Spain predominantly 

Tension between Catholics and Protestants is on the wane; since John XXIII substituted the term “separated brethren” for “heretics”

Growing spirit of cooperation between Roman Catholic Church(RCC) and the World Council of Churches(WCC)

Communist Europe

USSR and eight countries

Three-predominantly Roman Catholic—Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia

Tree Predominantly Eastern Orthodox---Bulgaria, Rumania, Yugoslavia

Albania—70 Muslim

USSR—40 million Russian Orthodox

Missions in Latin America

Population growth over 4% (world 2%)

383 million –pure Spanish blood, pure Indian blood, mixed blood (mestizos)

Indians—30 millions in Andes countries of Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador


Central America: Mexico and Guatemala have largest Indian population 

Argentina and Uruguay—almost entirely European descent

Brazil—one fourth is mulatto(a mixture of Portuguese and Negro Blood)

Indians—never been successfully assimilated by Spanish culture. They have their own culture, traditions and language, live mainly by agriculture. Illiteracy is high. Medical services are scares. Long suffering from Iberian rule. Though nominally Roman Catholic, they are still more pagan than Christian  

Roman Catholic Missions in Latin America

· Begun with the Spanish and the Portuguese arrival at the beginning of 16th century. Until mid 19th century the Catholic had the field entirely to themselves. 

· Some of their missionaries were worthy disciples of Loyola and Xavier, faced hardship, danger, disease and persecutions.

· But they were part of the military, ecclesiastical, and political system of the times. Their ardent missionary efforts were mixed with the slaughter, subjugation of the Indians and the extortion of their land and wealth. 

· Conversion was forced and occurred en masse, resulting in baptized pagans entering the church in large numbers.

· During colonial period, church and state were one. After independence church demanded preferential treatment in return the Catholic hierarchy supported the military dictatorship and oppressive regimes. 

· In recent years, Cardinal Cushing from US Boston--making attempt to identify with common people in their poverty and oppression. Many of the missionaries are progressive, and even revolutionary. 

· Very significant is the change in attitude of the church in reading of the Scriptures—in the past Bible readers were persecuted and many were put in prison. Now the church is encouraging its own members to read the Bible.

· Today, the Catholic Church is strong numerically but weak spiritually. 

Protestant mission in Latin America

1. Tardy beginning--Middle of 19th century first missionaries of protestant missionaries were sent to Latin America. Big three—Presbyterians, The United Methodists and the southern Baptists. Recently joined by the Assembly of God 

2. Preponderance of American Mission: UK 601, USA 10830. Latin America was considered as Christian continent and no mission was thought to be needed. 

3. Conservative Missionaries Predominate: other countries—conservatives and liberal churches bore fruits. In Latin America are mostly conservative churches. 

4. Pentecostal movement: the largest denomination is the Assemblies of God—one million in USA, about ten times in oversea, growing rapidly. In Latin America, in 1950 10 million, Today 25-30 million 

i. From the beginning, members were indigenous people

ii. To pay their own; no foreign fund

iii. Good use of lay witnesses

iv. Lively church services—indigenous music, had clapping and testimonies 

v. Concentrate on the lower classes

vi. Taken the Gospel into high ways and by ways.—open air meeting, scripture reading, public parade

vii. Emphasized fullness of the Holy Spirit as an experience to be sought 

viii. Divine healing in an answer to believing prayer 

5. Protestant-Catholic relations 

a. Not rivalry for heathens but head-on conflicts in Latin America

i. Few heathen—more than 90% “Christians” by Catholic Church

ii. Not a competition but a direct opposition 

iii. Indians of some countries is regarded as wards of the Roman Catholic—off limit to any protestants 

iv. Protestant looked for converts from everywhere as they could find—being looked upon as “proselytizing” the Catholic Church; Persecution ensued.

v. Three distinctive group

1. Lutheran and Waldesians in Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil from European migration; no conflict with Catholic Church 

2.  Evangelical churches from Protestant mission in the past century 

3. The Pentecostal churches developed largely on their own without outside help. 

b. Ecumenical overtures of the Roman catholic Church: a problem for protestants; three camps

i. Small group welcomes this stance and cooperate with the Catholic

ii. Ultra conservatives which do not believe the recent changes in attitude as genuine: no major dogma has changed—new image is false

iii. Between these two groups are found in the majorities of Evangelicals; confused; They left the Catholic Church to be protestant. Called heretics; now called “separated brethren” persecution ended? Sense of direction? What to believe? 

6. Patterns of Church growth 

a. Protestant -Annual growth about 10%

b. Fast-Brazil, Chile, Columbia; Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala
not well –Panama, Honduras and Nicaragua
rare less than 3% -Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela

c. Lack of growth in the faith mission 

7. Work among Indians

a. Prove to be impervious to the Gospel

b. Many years of missionary work with little outcome 

c. Language difficulties—difficult to learn and Bible translation is slow; Wycliffe Bible Translation 

d. Extremely primitive, live in isolated jungles of Amazonia, and Mexico; wild and warlike, defying any government forces

8. Liberal and conservative clash 

a. Liberal to Conservatives 1:9

b. Liberals: better educated, organized and more vocal than conservatives; Some liberal theologians believe that Marxist revolution can solve deep seated long standing social and economic problems of Latin America; “Marxist ideology in the left wing of the church is a fact of life in Latin America.” –Peter Wagner

c. Conservatives are lacking in social concerns, interested in only personal salvation, doubt the value of continued presence of conservative missionaries from USA. : liberals view

d. Conservatives: concerned about social implications speaking out against all formed of exploitation…  

Mission in Retrospect

What missionaries did wrong 

1. The missionaries had superiority complex.

2. The missionaries had dim view of the pagan religions

3. They failed to differentiate between Christianity and Western culture

4. The Missionaries exported denominationalism along with the gospel.

5. The missionaries filed encourage the indigenization of Christianity 

6. The missionaries were guilt of paternalism

7. The missionaries were unwise in their use of Western funds

8. They were too closely identified with colonialism. 

What the missionaries did right

1. They loved the people among whom they worked

2. They developed a genuine appreciation for the indigenous cultures

3. They learned indigenous languages.

4. They translated the Scriptures.

5. They provided modern scientific education for the peoples of the third world.

6. They were the first to believe in the potential of the “natives”.

7. They opened hospitals, clinics and medical schools.

8. They introduced social and political reforms

9. They formed a bridge between East and West and helped to bring the two together. 

10. They planted the church in nearly every country in the world. 

Mission in Prospect

Developing trends

1. Popularity of the short-term abroad program.

2. Proliferation of non-professional missionaries

3. A growing emphasis on social action as an integral part of the missionary mandate 

4. The demand for autonomy

5. The need for better-educated missionaries.

6. The presence of Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims in the Western World. 

Increasing difficulties

1. The high cost of missionary support

2. the rise and spread of nationalism

3. Political instability and the demise of democracy

4. Social unrest and demand for change

5. The resurgence of the Non-Christian religion.

6. The economic and political clout of the Arab countries. 

Encouraging signs

1. Spiritual renewals in home churches

2. An increasing awareness of world problems

3. An increasing interest in evangelism

4. An increasing interest in church growth 

5. Guided tours of the mission fields

6. Missiology as a respectable academic discipline 

Unprecedented Opportunities

1. Open hearts on the parts of the people

2. Teaching religious knowledge in the public schools

3. The translation and distribution of the Scriptures

4. World wide radio broadcasts

Mission in Retrospect

What missionaries did wrong 

1. The missionaries had superiority complex.

· Considered Western civilization superior to any other

· Depicted the people as ”natives” ; “lazy, dirty, dishonest, irresponsible, and untrustworthy…

· “educated and civilized” had difficulties in identifying with poor, uneducated and lower class of people

2. The missionaries had dim view of the pagan religions

· Negative attitude toward the pagan religions—preaching against idolatry, expressed in offensive and abrasive terms

3. They failed to differentiate between Christianity and Western culture

· Moral social taboos, personal prejudices and predilections, ethical and legal codes

· Placed a yoke on converts that they can’t bear; “Made-in-USA” stamp on it. 

· Being labeled as “Foreign religion”  “White man’s religion” 

4. The Missionaries exported denominationalism along with the gospel.

· Denomination division, distinctions are of little significance for emerging churches in the third world.

· Not enough to be a Christian but must be a Presbyterian or Lutheran, or Baptist?

· When missions compete one another for converts

5. The missionaries failed to encourage the indigenization of Christianity 

· Essential core of Christianity can be expressed in non-western form? 

· The form was essential for the substance and must remain forever in western motif? 

· Hymns with western words and tunes, …

6. The missionaries were guilt of paternalism

· Paternalism—a necessary in the beginning; providing food clothing shelter, security; taught them to read, write … in return obedience was asked and discipline, chastise, expulsion 

· Missionaries held on the power much too long; they continued to think as children to be pampered, prodded, and protected, not as mature adults capable of holding office, excising discipline.. 

7. The missionaries were unwise in their use of Western funds

· Funds were used all too freely and all too long a period of time 

a. Christians were poor –often being barred from getting a job

b. Missionaries, underpaid by home land standards, were regarded as fabulously wealthy on the mission fields 

c. To solve such problem by handing out money… 

8. They were too closely identified with colonialism. 

· Colonialism and sending of missionaries coincided—using same ship, same country, and same culture, civilization.

· Helped to create middle class bourgeois; helping advancement of colonialism

· Colonial government reciprocated in kind giving land, subsides for school, protection form dangers…  

What the missionaries did right

1. They loved the people among whom they worked

· Paternalism born of love; as if they were their own children; in sickness, in health and in peace and in war, in prosperity 

· 1 Thess 2:8

· self-sacrificing love carries them to great length: Typhus out break—missionaries remained at their post to provide medical cares. 

2. They developed a genuine appreciation for the indigenous cultures

· Being blamed to undermine and to replace with western culture

· Took time to accustom to the culture; long before anthropologist to study, missionaries studied them and developed them. ex. William Carey—Bengali language 

3. They learned indigenous languages.

· Many were the first of such effort—no written form to written form 

· 860 known languages in Africa

4. They translated the Scriptures.

· It takes ten years for average missionaries to understand the language: to be able to translate the Bible.

· Entire bible is available for 90% of human race

· New testament 5%

· At least one book of the Bible 3%

· 2% no portions of bible available 

5. They provided modern scientific education for the peoples of the third world.

6. They were the first to believe in the potential of the “natives”.

7. They opened hospitals, clinics and medical schools.

8. They introduced social and political reforms

9. They formed a bridge between East and West and helped to bring the two together. 

10. They planted the church in nearly every country in the world. 

Mission in prospect

“The future is as bright as the promises of God”—Hudson Taylor

Mat 28:20 “and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Hab 2:1414 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD , 
as the waters cover the sea

Developing Trend 

1. The popularity of short-term-abroad program 

4. Committed to life time service—drop out=casualties

5. 53000 protestant missionaries—19% is short term(10% seven years before) 

6. Advantages: 

a. Enables one to better understand the aims and goals of the missionary 

b. Provides an enriching exposure to a different culture

c. Acquaints one with the enormous difficulties faced by Christian church

d. Helps one to ascertain the will of God for his life

7. ? Effectiveness? continuity?, stability? 

2. The proliferation of non-professional missionaries

· “tent-makers”

· Go out under secular auspices as support themselves by plying a trade or following a profession 

· For the prime purpose of giving a Christian witness to people who other wise would have no opportunity 

· More countries tighten up their immigration regulations for “missionaries” –increasing demand for “tent-makers” 

· Teaching professions, government service, multinational corporation, college professors—are possible avenues

3. A growing emphasis on social action as an integral part of the missionary mandate 

· Social services—schools, hospitals, and other humanitarian institutions: auxiliary enterprises; not an integral part of the Gospel mandate

· holistic approach—evangelism and mission 

· Evangelism—proclamation of Good News

· Mission—a broader term; What God sent His people into the world to do. What is the total task of the church? 

4. The demand for autonomy

· Daughter churches of the third world reached maturity –being charge of their own affairs; full independence from mother church

· Be truly Christian and truly indigenous at the same time!

5. The need for better-educated missionaries

· Today’s church are interested in quality than quantity 

a. Meager education

b. Minimum qualification—one year biblical studies

c. Seminary education

d. Professional training in cross cultural communication, missionary anthropology; history, philosophy, theology of missions and the non-Christian religions 

· Professional and theological training –a mandate for missionaries? 

6. The practice of dialogue 

· Before 1960’s mostly monologue 

· Dialogue with men of other faiths

· True dialogue: authenticity, humility, integrity and sensitivity 

7. The presence of Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims in the Western World. 

· 300,000 foreign nationals studying and researching in USA : India, Korea, Thailand.. 

· Millions of Muslims move from Africa, Pakistan, and Middle East to Europe—25 millions

· Belgium—Islam one of the official religion

Increasing difficulties

1.
The High cost of missionary support 

· High Cost of living in China, Tokyo, Teheran 

· Relative devaluation of American Dollars 

· Missionary to Europe—more than $30,000 for basic needs

· Reduction in church revenue in USA; 1979 1.15 Billion for foreign mission=$14/per member

2. The rise and spread of nationalism

· 19th century—colonialism ; 20th century--nationalism 

· independent and sovereign states: Muslim countries closed doors to Christian mission; communist countries; 

· visas, residence, work permit—required, withheld, interminably delayed, causing utter frustration of the missionaries

· Indonesia, India, Nigeria, Malaysia, Guyana, Peru, and … 

3. Political instability and demise of democracy

· Ex-colonies become independent—political instabilities; dictators esp,. in African nations; Sudan, Ethiopia, Chad, Uganda< Cambodia, and Burundi

· Unfavorable and unfamiliar environment for missionaries.  

4. Social unrest and demand for change

· “Have” nations and “have-not” nations

· In Have-not nations people become aware of world situations and grew intellectual, social, political economic expectations; boils over to revolution

· Latin America-Guatemala, Thailand, Zimbabwe

5. The resurgence of non Christian religions

· Hinduism in India

· Soka Gakkai in Japan 

· Buddhism become missionaries and militant; found all part of the western world 

6. The economic and political clout of the Arab countries 

· Billions of Petro dollars invested to modernize their countries—no need for western help

· Reject all Christian mission 

· Islam World Congress(44 delegates) in 1976 decision to remove all Christian missionaries from their territories

· Saudi Arabia and Libya fund Muslim missions in Africa and other parts of the world 

7. Appeal and threat of communism 

Encouraging Signs

1. Spiritual renewals in home churches

a. Water can not rise any higher than its source—nor can the mission oversea be any stronger than the supporting church

b. Holy Spirit’s work in regeneration and renewal 

c. Bible college enrollment increase in 5-6%/year 

2. An increasing awareness of world problems.

· Christian become aware of Massive problems of the third world; poverty, hunger, illiteracy, disease, oppression, exploitation ; becoming world Christian 

3. An increasing interest in evangelism

4. An increasing interest in church growth 

5. Guided tours of the mission fields

· First hand glimpse of missionaries and national church leaders

· Valuable education for American church members 

6. Missiology as a respectable academic discipline

Unprecedented Opportunities

1. Open hearts on the parts of the people

· Open doors and open hearts—19th century, doors are open but hearts are closed

· Dead of colonialism, open mind, unbiased look at the Gospel; mistrust, animosity are gone.   

2. Teaching religious knowledge in the public schools

· Religion become an integral part of the culture—to Christians Government funded teaching in the class as well as Muslims to Muslim teachings in public schools

· Captive audience, structured program given by missionaries in public schools

3. The translation and distribution of the Scriptures

· The Bible has been translated to Over 1740 languages 

· United Bible Societies is engaged in 800 projects

· 440 million scripture distributed in 1981.

4. World wide radio broadcasts

5. Open doors in the student world. 

· Third world student are more disillusioned with their own religion and their belief, nationalism—becoming more receptive and willing to entertain foreign ideas

· Student from and to third world countries

* This is a summery of the part of the Book(Part I  chapter 5 through part II) “A Concise History of the Christian World Mission” by J. Herbert Kane;  Baker Book House Company.

Vision for the World Mission 

Definition:

Mission—outline objectives; a broad general statement on what you wish to accomplish

Vision—Well-defined goal, very specific, detailed, customized, distinctive, unique to the person or organization. 

Paul’s Vision: 2 Corinthian 11:24-27

24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked

What kind of vision you have is what you are.

What we have

· 40 Bible teachers—experienced in teaching and shepherding 

· In-depth Bible understanding and materials

· Missionaries in the field who provide us understandings and information related to missions in many different parts of the world

· Spirit to obey the will of God with committed hearts

· Mission field—Students from all nations

What we need

· Visionaries with commitment faith and obedience

Resources 

· Financial Strength of US—relative to the rest of the world

· Good Communications—Telephone, internet (E-Mail), 

· Good and easy access to any parts of the world

· Rich Biblical material resources 

· Effective tools for overcoming language barriers  

· Students from all nations

Vision for 10 years

First two years: Study and develop concrete plan for specific mission

· Consolidate resources—personnel: within us and oversea; build a support team 

· Study culture, religion, Job, geographical, and the society  

· To understand the culture 

· To find means—Jobs

· To find location-city, schools

· Visit prospective mission fields 

· Send Short term missionaries (1-2 months) 

· Educate missionary candidates—language, society, religion, and culture in addition to the structured Bible Studies. Short term or weekend internship? Job training, home mission training  

Next Three years

· Send Short term missionaries-five(6 month to tow years)

· Find Permanent missionaries-one or as many God allows

· Establish firm settlement: enculturation and financial independence.

· Maximum support from the support team toward this goal

Next Five Years

· Send two or three permanent missionaries to form a core group for spiritual strength. 

· Seek permanent settlement 

· Build a church at least 20 members

· Develop toward Spiritual autonomy 

· Minimum support from Home Support group

Prospective Mission Fields

	
	Latin America
	Asia/China
	India/Middle East
	Africa
	E-Europe  &CIS
	Europe

	Accessibility
	++++
	++
	++/-
	+++
	+++/++++
	++++

	Proximity
	++++
	+
	+
	+++
	+++
	+++

	Language
	+++
	++
	++++/+
	+/+++
	++
	++++

	Resources
	++++
	+++
	+++
	++
	+
	+++

	Environment
	+++
	++/-
	++/-
	++
	+/-
	++++

	Readiness
	++++
	+++
	++/-
	+++/-
	++++/-
	+

	
	22
	15+/-
	14+/-
	13-15+/-
	14-18
	19
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