Source:  Dr. B. H. Carroll, “Inspiration of the Bible”

Inspiration – a word derived from the latin word inspiro.  It literally means to breath on or breath into.

In a theological context it means to breath the Holy Spirit into.  The purpose of which is to permit those inspired to speak or write what God would have spoken or written.  That is inspiration.

2nd Timothy 3:16, 17 states...

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.


If the book is God-inspired, then it is God’s book and not man’s book.  God is the Author.

In 2nd Samuel 23:2, David said:

The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; his word was upon my tongue.

In 1843, Benajah Harvey Carroll was born into a family of 24 in Carrollton, Mississippi.  With a family that large, is it any wonder that the town was named “Carroll-ton?”  At age 3 months, he petitioned his father to change his given name so as to avoid being made fun of by his playmates in the nursery.  His father agreed to call him B. H. whenever his friends were around.  This plan was acceptable to B. H. and he proceeded to spend the next twenty years growing twenty years older, and substantially taller, but that is another story.

Dr. Carroll believed in the Baptist interpretation of the teachings of the New Testament. 

The first Article of Faith of many Baptist churches, from the New Hampshire Confession of Faith, states...


We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true centre of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions shall be tried.”

Dr. Carroll believed 2nd Timothy 3:16 at a time when many in the Church were beginning to question the inspiration of the Bible.  The twin attacks of that time on the Bible were science and speculative philosophy.

As to science, B. H. argued that it was, and is, wholly incapable of addressing questions of the supernatural.  It can only discuss the natural, not the supernatural.

As to speculative philosophy, B. H. states.

How can the finite assume by natural reason to comprehend the infinite?

Paul writes in his first letter to the Church at Corinth...

“It is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning will I bring to naught.’ Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.”

Paul goes on to state...

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

God’s wisdom, imparted to man through His Word.  That same Word that was penned by man through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  That same Holy Spirit that grants us understanding of the Word that it inspired.  If I didn’t know better, I’d say that this whole thing was planned out from the beginning. (pause)

But what about the words of Jesus, the ones printed in red ink?  They must be ‘more inspired’ than all of the rest.  Prior to preparing this book report, this is what I thought.  However, Carroll states...

It is perfectly foolish to talk about degrees of inspiration. What Jesus said in the flesh, as we find it in the four Gospels, is no more His word than what the inspired prophet or apostle said.

Now, this does not imply that all scripture is of equal importance.  However, no part of it is unimportant.  It is all necessary to the purpose for which God intended it.

What of the argument that the Bible that we hold in our hands today is not the original, but a flawed copy; man’s interpretation of the original?

The answer to this is that God, having gone to such great lengths to provide man with His Word, is fully capable of protecting His Word.  Although Carroll stops short of asserting that versions, or translations, of the original manuscripts are inspired, he writes...

His providence has preserved the Bible in a way that no other book has been preserved.

Through great turmoil and strife, God’s Word has survived.

In Matthew 5:18, we read Jesus’s words (the ones in red ink)

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

The Bible, and all of it, is the inerrant Word of God.

God protects His Word.  This is one book that comes with an Eternal Lifetime Guarantee.

Andrew just educated us on the contributions of John Wycliffe with regard to his faithful work in producing dozens of English language manuscript copies of the New Testament.  For his efforts, Wycliffe got a free cruise down the Swift river.  Unfortunately, by then, he had already been dead for forty-two years.

History abounds with examples of how the Word of God was protected and preserved.  By the time Gutenberg got around to inventing the first laser printer, the Bible was already on New York Times Bestseller list.  It’s a shame that they haven’t actually gotten around to reviewing it.

In authoring “Inspiration of the Bible”, Carroll provides us with a strong foundation from which we can approach God’s Word with greater clarity of thought.  Through God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, we are given the keys to unlock the wisdom contained therein.

Be warned, however.  Once you begin to study God’s Word in earnest, you will not be able to walk away unscathed.

Hebrews 4:12 states...


For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Let’s pray...

Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus.  Please grant each one of us a deeper understanding of who you are as we study the Scriptures.  Inspire us with your Holy Spirit, that we may have the keys to unlock the truth of Your Word.   We pray all this in Jesus name.  AMEN.

