Ecclesiastes

The Search For Meaning

“… a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.”

 – Winston Churchill

	Writer:
	Solomon

	Date:
	970-930 B.C.

	Purpose:
	To examine the world as one man had experienced it

	Key Message:
	Life not centered on God is meaningless and purposeless

	Key Verse:
	“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”  (12:13b)
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Introduction








Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

Introduction to Writer and Theme

Writer ( Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes
=
Ekklesiastes

=
Qoheleth

=
Teacher or Preacher 

(English)
   

(Greek)



(Hebrew)


(1:1,12, 7:27; and 12:8-10)

· Qoheleth ( Hebrew word for Preacher or Leader/Speaker of the Assembly ( someone who gathers thoughts and ideas and shares them with others.  

· “The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem” (1:1) ( Solomon 

· Solomon conducted the Search for Meaning by gathering and exploring philosophies by which men try to live. 

· Solomon was qualified to conduct the Search ( king of Israel in time of peace and great wealth; Solomon had brains, power, fame, time, and money.

· At the time Solomon wrote this book, he had already reached the pinnacle of success but had entered a deep personal crisis.

Theme ( Meaningless!

· Meaningless!  Meaningless!” says the Teacher, “Utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless!”  (1:2)

· Concept of meaningless, emptiness, futility, lack of purpose and satisfaction, and sense of hopelessness appears 35-40 times in this book. 

Questions ( What’s the point?

· What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?  (1:3) Questioned continually used throughout the book (2:22, 3:9)

· Is there a key to joy in life?  Is life worth living?

Illustrations of Meaningless 
· “Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever.”  (1:4) Humans are transient but nature is permanent (seems backward) (1:5-7).

· “All things are full of weariness” (1:8-10).  Human desire is never satisfied.

· “There is no remembrance of men of old, and even those who are yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow (1:11).

Investigation








Ecclesiastes 1:12-6:9

The Search for Meaning

Knowledge  
·  “I devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven.”  (1:13b)

Pleasures  

· “I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure”  (2:10a) Tried to find meaning in pleasures: laughter, wine, women…

Possessions

· “I undertook great projects:  I built houses for myself and played vineyards.  I made gardens and parks…I made reservois to water groves of flourishing trees.  I bought male and female slaves…I amassed silver and gold…”  (2:4-9) 

Toil

· “I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after me.”  (1:18) – Frustration that the more he knew, the more he did not know.

Discoveries








Ecclesiastes 6:10-11:6

Knowledge is meaningless!

· “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.”  (1:18) – Frustration that the more he knew, the more he did not know.

Pleasures and Possessions are meaningless!

· “Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.”  (2:11)

Is everything meaningless?

· NO!  Wisdom and joy will last if you take it from the hand of God.

· The man who pleases God is given the gift of joy!

· “A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.  This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?  (2:24-25)

· “To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness…(2:26a) 

· “That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil – this is the gift of God.”  (3:13) – Wants us to enjoy life!

· “He has also set eternity in the hearts of men.”  (3:11b) – Only the Eternal God can satisfy the longing in our inner beings.

Admonition








Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:8

Advice to the Young and Old

· “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, ‘I find no pleasure in them’…”  (12:1).

· Enjoyment does not come from things but from a relationship with God.

· God is not offering life with one hand and taking it back with the other.  It is God who gives strength, cheer, dreams, and hopes in the days of your youth.

· Life without God is indeed “Meaningless!  Meaningless!” says the Teacher.  “Everything is meaningless!”  (12:8)

Conclusion 








Ecclesiastes 12:9-14

· Fear God!  Obey Him!  Someday you will face Him! 

“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing whether it is good or evil.”  (12:13-14)

· God is our Creator (11:5; 12:1), Sovereign Ruler (6:2; 7:13,14; 9:1), and Righteous Judge (11:9; 12:14).

Looking Deeper into Ecclesiastes  

Arguments made about Ecclesiastes

· Ecclesiastes is a collection of what man is able to discern under the sun ( the visible world.

· God’s record of human arguments.

· Guide on how we should NOT live or think!

Vanity of Vanities

Eat and drink for tomorrow we die philosophy.

Why is this book in the Bible?

